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NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

January 25, 2020:
McKellar’s Lodge,1100 hours

Mayor Colvin did his homework
 Fayetteville Mayor Mitch Colvin was the
chapter’s guest speaker at its annual general
membership meeting last month at the Iron Mike
Conference Center.

 The meeting was called to order by President
Ira Watkins. The National Anthem was beautifully
sung by SPC Kylie Toerpe, a member of the 82nd

Airborne Division Band and Chorus.

 Mayor Colvin said it was an honor and
privilege to address the Cape Fear Chapter.  It was
obvious to all that he did his homework in
researching both national MOAA and our chapter.
He cited both websites as his sources of
information.

 Concluding the mayor’s speech Ira presented
him a chapter coin and inducted him as an
honorary member.

 A jazz ensemble from the 82nd Band
entertained members and guests.(Photo by Art Rodriguez)



Retired Army Maj. Ira M. Watkins
(910) 308-7702    president@cfmoaa.org

Happy Holidays and Safe Travel During December

(Continued on next page)

I begin this report by
conveying my best wishes
to all of you for a December

filled with joy, and an
abundance of events and
activities that contribute to your
holiday experience during
December being among your
best ever.

I also hope that any travel
that you do during this time
period will be free from any
unpleasant incidents and
punctuated with safety and
pleasurable experiences.

In addition to conveying
best wishes for the holiday
season, I want to convey my
appreciation to all the members
who were able to brave less
than desirable weather
conditions and attend the
November General Membership
Meeting at the Iron Mike
Conference and Catering
Center.

Mayor Colvin, our guest
speaker, skillfully addressed the
Chapter’s contributions to the
community, the importance of
MOAA, his vision for
Fayetteville, and his strong
support for a high quality of life

for military veterans and
military retirees making
Fayetteville their home.

Kudos to Rachel Riley at
the Fayetteville Observer for
writing a great story on our
meeting in the November 24
edition of the Fayetteville
Observer.

We also welcomed in
attendance our newest member,
CW2 Jasper Bigler, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 82nd Airborne
Division.

Our next meeting is on Jan.
25, 2020 at McKellar’s Lodge
beginning at 1100 hours. Place
this date on your calendar and
come join us, if possible, and
enjoy a great lunch meal and
comradery.

While the month of
December provides us with the
spirit of Christmas and the
official start of winter, it also
has a date that President
Franklin Roosevelt referred to

as “one that will live in
infamy.”

Do take the time on Dec. 7
to remember and reflect on the
78th anniversary of the surprise
attack on Pearl Harbor.
Remember the sacrifice of the
more than 2,000 Americans
who lost their lives in the
attack, and the bravery of all
those who fought back valiantly
during the attack.

In another subject, be
mindful of scams during the
holiday season. Take note of the
MOAA November newsletter
article on the subject where it
was revealed that veterans have
lost money to scammers at
double the rate of the non-
military public.

AARP found 78 percent of
retired military men and women
have been targeted by scams
tailored to exploit our military
values and service history.
Some recommended defenses
against scammers are make use
of your caller ID to avoid scam
calls, double check the
organization legitimacy, talk to
friends, relatives, neighbors,
and other veterans regarding
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calls received prior to
making any monetary
commitments to
organizations soliciting
monetary support or other
personal financial
information.

If you plan to ship
packages during the
holidays via UPS,
remember MOAA has
announced a new UPS
shipping program for
members that promises to
net savings.

Visit the webite,
PerksMarketPlace.com/M
OAA, or call 1-800-636-
2377 for more information
on the program.

Reminder, if you plan
to enroll in or make
changes to your Federal
Employees Dental and

Vision Insurance Program
(FEDVIP), the season is
now open and will close on
Dec 9.

I close with this quote
from Terri Marshall: “The
holiday season is a perfect
time to reflect on our
blessings and to seek out
ways to make life better for
those around us.”

 Again, happy holidays
and safe travel during
December. Do not forget to
visit our web page, like us
on Facebook, and follow us
on Twitter. “Never Stop
Serving.”

Ira
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  Retired Army Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Timothy Atkinson
 (910) 978-3541     Chaplain@cfmoaa.org

In the Service
For even The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve and
give his life a ransom in the place of the many.”  (Aramaic Bible in Plain
Mark 10:45)

When referring to
someone in the
military, sometimes

it is said that they have joined
the service or are in the
service.  What a fitting way to
talk about doing our duty for
our country. One of the highest
callings is to serve our fellow
human beings.  Peg and I were
able to prepare Thanksgiving
meals and deliver them to the
Oxford Houses of Fayetteville.
What a joy it was to serve.  If
you are reading this, chances
are you are one of those who
has been in service and you
know the pride of serving your
country, and living for
something much bigger than
yourself.

I remember when I was
doing the airborne prop blast in
the 82d Airborne Division and
how I was flying through the
obstacle course.  The instructor
said, “Chaplain where are your
teammates?”  I looked back
and realized the goal of the
training phase was not about
me winning but the whole

group.  I went back and helped
the others.

Jesus said it is more
blessed to give than to receive.
Being in the military for any
length of time teaches us to
forget about ourselves and help
our comrades in arms.
Selfishness, as we all know, is
the enemy of happiness and
joy. Sacrifice and service are
two words not always valued
in the 21st century but they are
two essentials to finding true
fulfillment.

As we prepare for
Hanukkah and Christmas, we
know gift giving is usually part
of the celebrations.  The giving
of gifts is one of the universal
languages of love. For me the
gift of Jesus at this Christmas
was the greatest gift the world
has ever been given; His life
was one of selfless service and
love, and in His death, He
ransomed all from sin and
death.  Hanukkah is a message
of hope that God would supply
even in hopeless times that a

single light that would
supernaturally burn for eight
days, time for the Jews to
prepare kosher oil. God has
demonstrated His love for us in
serving humanity and what an
honor to be like Him and do
our part in making a difference
by helping others.

Our MOAA motto is
“never stop serving.”  We will
continue to be inspired to go
forward in service to our
families, to our nation, to our
houses of worship, to our
communities, and to CFC
MOAA.

My prayer this very
special holiday season is that
we continue to keep our eyes
on the prize as Jesus did the
worthy goal of a life of service
to God and humanity.  Merry
Christmas and Happy
Hanukkah, blessings and grace
to you and may we continue in
various ways to be in the
service. Amen? I know you
will, much love always!

Tim
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\
OPENING OF CFC MOAA ROTC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION WINDOW

This is to serve notice that the Cape Fear Chapter, Military Officers
Association of America (MOAA) is now accepting applications for ROTC
scholarships effective immediately and through March 1, 2020.

Applicants must be in good academic standing.  Applications need be
submitted in accordance with CFC Policy Memorandum 15-1 using the ap-
plication form prescribed therein.  Application forms may be downloaded
from the “Documents” Section of the CFC MOAA website at
www.cfmoaa.org.

It is preferred that all applications be submitted via email accompa-
nied by all pertinent documentation (scanned) to 3vp@cfmoaa.org NLT
March 1, 2020.  Applications or documents received after the deadline will
not be considered.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL – 2020 CAMPAIGN
The general membership voted on 16 November 2019 to maintain

the dues structure at $20 for regular members/$10 for surviving spouses
for the coming year. Accordingly, the Membership Renewal Campaign
for 2020 is underway with the goal of achieving 100% retention.

We are asking our members to submit their renewals NLT 31
December 2019 if possible. Remit by USPS mail using renewal form at
download below together with check payable to “CFC MOAA” and
mail to “CFC MOAA, P.O. Box 53621, Fayetteville, NC 28305”; or,
online using a charge card by going
to https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx and following the
prompts.

There are still several chapter members who have not renewed for
2019. If you fall in this category, please bring your account up to date
by remitting for both 2019/2020; call Secretary Sara Ballard at (256)
426-7487 if not certain.
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CAPE FEAR CHAPTER

General Membership
Meeting

Luncheon

McKellar’s Lodge
Fort Bragg

1130 hours, Saturday, January 25, 2020

Cost: $20.00 Per Person

(Tax & Gratuity Included)

RSVP NLT January 23, 2020

Send reservations and check
(payable to CFC MOAA) to:

Rich Underwood, 293 Wedgeview Dr.
Fayetteville, NC 28306

Reservations Request

Name____________________
Number of Reservations___X $20 = ______

Name of Guests

____________________________

____________________________

Buffet Menu

Baked Chicken, Pulled Pork,

Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy,

Baked Beans, Green Beans

Salad Bar

Corn Bread & Butter

Endless Beverage Station

(No Host Bar)
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CLEVELAND — If you are the receiving a Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuity payment and
you’re not using myPay, you’re missing out.

myPay, the pay management system from the Defense Finance and Accounting Service
(DFAS), provides convenient access to a range of information about your payments. It also
lets you easily update your account information and submit your annual certification.

Plus, when you have an email address in myPay, you can receive important email messages
from DFAS about your pay account and information from the Army.

In addition, later this fall, DFAS will begin sending email reminders to college-age students
who are receiving an SBP annuity and are required to submit school certifications. Student
child annuitants who would like to receive these reminders just need to have a myPay account
with a valid email address, and DFAS will email reminders when it is time for school
certifications to be submitted.

myPay is available using your computer or your mobile device browser at:
https://mypay.dfas.mil. Using myPay you can:

• View, print or download your Annuitant Account Statements (AAS)

• View, print or download your current IRS Form 1099-R and up to two prior years

• View, print or download your current IRS Form 1042-S and up to two prior years

• Change your federal tax withholding

• Submit your Certificate of Eligibility (COE)

• Submit your Report of Existence (ROE)

• Change your mailing address

• Change your direct deposit information

• Update your email address

With an email address in myPay, you can:

• Receive an email when your 1099R is available

• Receive email notifications from DFAS about your annuity payments or account

• Receive email notifications about Army news and events

• Receive an email notification when school certifications are coming due

• Reset your myPay password online
(Continued on next page)

Benefits of using myPay for SBP annuitants
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Any military annuitant who is receiving SBP annuity pay through DFAS can use myPay. If you’ve
never used myPay, it’s easy to get started: To set up your access for the first time, request a temporary
password:

A-Go to https://mypay.dfas.mil on your computer or mobile device.

B-Click “Forgot or Need a Password?”

C-Enter your Social Security Number and click the “Yes” button on the bottom right.

D-Choose “mail to my address of record” and click “Send me a Password.”

You should receive your temporary password in 10 business days by postal mail. Once you receive
your temporary password, go back to mypay.dfas.mil and select “Create your myPay Profile. Start
here.”

You will be asked to enter your Social Security Number and temporary password. Follow the on-
screen prompts to log in to myPay and set up your profile.

There are also helpful videos about using myPay on DFAS’ YouTube channel, including “New to
myPay? Get Started.”

Watch them at: YouTube.com/DFAS

If you need assistance with your myPay account, please call DFAS’ customer care center toll-free at
(888)332 - 7411

(Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.. to 5 p.m. Eastern Standard Tiime).

Acting Secretary of the Army announces proposed changes to
eligibility criteria for burial at Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington, Va. — The Acting Secretary of the Army recently announced proposed changes to
eligibility criteria at Arlington National Cemetery. This begins the process for the federal government
to prepare for the public rulemaking process which includes public feedback to the proposed changes.

The nation’s premiere military cemetery is at a critical crossroads in its history. Nearly all of the 22
million living armed forces members and veterans are eligible for less than 95,000 remaining burial
spaces within these hallowed grounds.

A planned Southern Expansion project will add 37 acres of additional burial space for the nation’s
veterans. Southern Expansion includes the area nearest the Air Force Memorial and a part of the
former grounds of the Navy Annex.

However, expansion alone will not keep Arlington National Cemetery open to new interments well
into the future.

(Continued from previous page)
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Without changes to eligibility, Arlington National Cemetery will be full for first burials by the mid-
2050s.

“The hard reality is we are running out of space. To keep Arlington National Cemetery open and
active well into the future means we have to make some tough decisions that restrict the eligibility,”
said Executive Director of Army National Military Cemeteries and Arlington National Cemetery
Karen Durham-Aguilera.

The Fiscal Year 2019 National Defense Authorization Act directed the Secretary of the Army to
establish revised eligibility criteria to keep the cemetery functioning as an active burial ground well
into the future, defined as 150 years.

The Secretary established imperatives to recognize the individual’s sacrifice, service and impact to
the nation’s security.

The proposed eligibility criteria honors commitment to military service and is equitable across
branches and eras of service. Additionally, any change should be easily understood, fair and
consistent with Arlington National Cemetery’s mission.

Years of outreach have guided the decision-making process. Arlington National Cemetery and its
stakeholders – military nd veteran service organizations, military, government leaders, Congress,
veterans, military service members and their family members – have been working this issue very
closely.

 “This has been a very lengthy and deliberate process that has been done in the public domain,” said
former Superintendent of Arlington National Cemetery Katharine Kelley. “We have a Federal
Advisory Committee at Arlington National Cemetery, an independent body mandated by Congress to
look at very substantive issues related to the cemetery, and they have looked at the question of
eligibility for many years,” said Kelley.

The cemetery has maintained an active and ongoing dialogue with military and veteran service
organizations over two and a half years of thoughtful deliberation and public outreach. Additionally,
the cemetery has conducted public surveys that garnered input and feedback from these important
stakeholders, as well the active duty component who serves today.

The cemetery received more than 250,000 responses to these national surveys, and the results offered
a compelling look at the opinions and attitudes of veterans, family members and active duty
populations. Ninety-five percent of respondents want Arlington to not only remain open, but remain
open and active well into the future.

“We’ve made extensive efforts to listen and gather input as part of this process, and that feedback we
have received has been part of the Secretary’s deliberations and part of our discussions going
forward,” said Kelley.

Now that the Secretary has established the proposed criteria, once cleared, the Department of the
Army will publish a draft rule in the Federal Register for public comment, adjudicate public
comments and publish the final rule. Federal rulemaking is a deliberative process and is expected to
take a minimum of nine months.

(Continued on next page)
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“This is a lengthy process, but it’s another opportunity to have a say in what the future of Arlington
National Cemetery should be for our nation,” said Durham-Aguilera. In addition to preserving 1,000
gravesites for current and future Medal of Honor recipients, the proposed revised ligibility criteria
for those who honorably serve the nation are as follows:

For below-ground interment:

• Killed in Action, to include repatriated remains of service members

• Award recipients of the Silver Star and above

• Recipients of the Purple Heart

• Combat-related service deaths while conducting uniquely military activities

• Former Prisoners of War

• Presidents and Vice Presidents of the United States

• Veterans with combat service who also served out of uniform as a government official and made
significant

 contributions to the nation's security at the highest levels of public service.

For above-ground inurnment:

• World War II-era veterans, to include legislated active duty designees

• Retirees from the armed forces who are eligible to receive retired pay but are not otherwise eligible
for interment

• Veterans who have served a minimum of two years on active duty and who have served in combat

• Veterans without combat service who also served out of uniform as a government official and
made significant contributions to the nation’s security at the highest levels of public service.

Eventual implementation of revised eligibility will not affect previously scheduled services at
Arlington National Cemetery. Additionally, the proposed revisions will not affect veterans’ burial
benefits or veteran eligibility at Department of Veterans Affairs 137 national cemeteries and 115
state veterans cemeteries.

Arlington National Cemetery will continue to actively engage stakeholders in the important
decisions impacting the future of the cemetery.

More information at www.arlingtoncemetery.mil.
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Revised Nov 2016

Initial Application Renewal ____ Date

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

I am ___ a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse  (Please fill in the above information but show
Your deceased spouse’s rank and branch of

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for the Chapter’s ROTC Scholarship Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues:  $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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…We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career...

visit our website at:
www.cfmoaa.org

   3 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at
   Iron Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours
 13 - National Guard established, 1636
 15 - Bill of Rights Day
 22 - Chanukah begins at sundown

      25 - Christmas Day
 26 - Kwanzaa begins
 31 - New Year’s Eve

  7 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at
   Iron Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours

      25 - Annual State of the Chapter Report, McKellar’s
            Lodge, 1100 hours

 4 - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at
   Iron Mike Conference Center, 1000 hours
  17 - President’s Day
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